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CHANUSE R
The Ranger Hall of Fame Ceremony is to be held July 14, 2016 1330 hours at MarshaH Auditorium, McG

RRA. Our association has 10 rooms available with the name, address, and phone # for reservations
Wickam Hall, Building #4 at Ft. Benning.

President Rick Barela 75th Ranger Regiment has made a block of rooms for members of the 75th
directly above this paragraph. Mention the rate of $89.

Would you please let me know if you are planning to attend; that way | can coordinate with

Rick Barela for more than 10 rooms if need be.
Stephen Johnson-2183331541 (leave voice mail) or towerg75th@yahoo.com

Cut off date for special rate is June 14.
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Norland

Wary infantrymen and watchful cavalrymen move into place
in the tangled underbrush to seal off the Batangan Peninsula.

Article given by Father

he morning of Jan. 13 was an infantryman’s night-
mare.

The angry, silver-black clouds covered the sky with an
ominous glow and unleashed monsoon deluges, which
soaked everything and made rain gear useless.

The mud was already there from earlier storms, but the
new rains gave it a life that infantrymen dread. One
rifleman described it as “trying to walk through a moun-
tain of C-ration peanut butter.”’

But the day was D-Day, and the hands on the clock were
nearing H-Hour—0800.

Things began to happen rapidly:

@ Infantrymen from the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf.
Bde. moved into action like foot soldiers down through
the ages, slogging across the muddy hills and flooded
lowlands toward their goal.

® The 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde. moved from
their encampment near Quang Ngai City to waiting
helicopters that would churn through the lowering skies
in a massive combat assault.

® Marines, two battalions strong, arrived aboard a
flotilla of ships in the South China Sea.
climbed down the nets into landing craft, while others

Two companies

swarmed over the decks of the USS Tripoli into helicopters
that would carry them ashore.

® Two battalions of soldiers from the 2nd ARVN
Division also shouldered their packs and headed into the
region.

® Navy swift boats roared into life and plowed through
the swelling sea, forming a water blockade.

The fighting men from the two countries had a common
objective: the Batangan Peninsula, a mushroom-shaped
VC stronghold for the past 20 years, jutting into the
South China Sea about 20 miles southeast of Chu Lai.

Their tactic was a textbook example of a cordon—
an 113-mile solid ring of men and firepower across the
neck of the peninsula. The circle was completed with
Navy ships. At the action’s peak, almost 8,500 men
choked off the Batangan Peninsula. ‘This was the start of
Operation Russell Beach.

The Marine participation was called Operation Bold
Mariner, but after the ground troops reached a phase line
on Jan. 25, the maneuver became Operation Russell
Beach entirely. BG Howard H. Cooksey (Alexandria,
Va.), Americal assistant division commander, was the
overall commander of the Army and ARVN forces form-
ing Task Force Cooksey.

The phases of the combat/pacification program were
clearly defined: deception, establishment of the cordon,
psychological operations (PSYOP), collapse of the cordon,
and pacification.

Intelligence experts reported that the area was a popular

AMERICAL
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VC supply route. Tacticians learned that enemy troops
in the area, when running from a pitched battle, always
headed for the peninsula’s heart.

“The deception phase of the operation actually began
about 10 days before D-Day,” explained BG Cooksey.
“The 5/46 and the 2nd ARV

sweeps far away from the peninsula, working their way

Div. began conducting
closer as the starting time drew near. We were taking
advantage of the enemy’s tendency to head for his
sanctuary when faced with combat.”

The rain, cursed by the Gls on the ground, was actually
an important consideration in the opening moves of the
operation. = ““We wanted the start of the operation to
coincide with the monsoon rains, so the enemy’s tunnels
the task force

E)

would be flooded and no good to him,
commander stated.

The weather tactic worked. ““Although we were un-
comfortable, I believe it was worse on the VC,” said LTC
Ronald R. Richardson (Colorado Springs, Colo.), CO of
the 5/46. ““My men were near a river during the PSYOP
phase, and we had a number of suspects come out of
flooded tunnels and holes just in front of us. They had
been in water so long that their skin was shriveled up like
a l)rl]l]f‘.”

ze VC
force trapped out there,” related LTC Jack C. Davis
(Maudlin, Ark.), CO of the 4/3.

just a handful, the plan was still to clear the area on foot,

“By D-Day we figured there might be a good-s

“But even if there were

step by step, to locate every tunnel and bunker, destroy
the minefields and empty “Charlie’s” breadbasket.”

Schwarz

Noon of D-Day found the soldiers of the cordon line
still chest-deep in water in the flooded rice paddies with
mud as their toughest enemy. The men, less than 10
meters apart, were in visual contact along the entire route.
By late afternoon, the weary infantrymen got the order to
dig in for the night. The human wall was formed.

But for more than 20 days, night did not come to the

Batangan Peninsula.

“There’s just no such thing as night out here,” a rifle-
man noted. ‘““Those flare ships do a good job.”

The flare ships remained on station overhead through-
out the night hours of operation, dropping an average of
600 flares per night.

“The flares were very significant in this operation,”
said CPT John R. Blanks Jr. (Macon, Ga.), the commander
of D Co.,4/3. ““They took the night away from the enemy
and made any fighting on our terms. The light also made
the infantrymen more secure and boosted morale.”

After the cordon was established, the operation reverted
to a battle of words for four days as PSYOP crews went to
work on the ground and in the air with broadcasts and
printed leaflets.

The most important phase of the operation was begin-

ning—evacuation of as many people as possible from the
peninsula before any fighting actually began.

“There were no reliable statistics available on how many
people made their homes on the peninsula,” related CPT
Banta York (Sumter, S.C.), 198th PSYOP officer, “but we
were concerned with evacuating as many as possible

because Russell Beach is a pacification operation. And

e

‘Brave and Bold’ soldiers of the 198th Brigade’s 5th Bn., 46th Inf., always expecting
the unexpected on Batangan, use everything from rifles to mine detectors to make
certain that Charlie’s vital supplies and deadly mines and booby traps are located.

MAY, 1969 7
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Shingledecker

to be successful, you must have the people.”

A helicopter specially equipped with a homemade
1,000-watt transmitting system was rigged up at the
198th S-5 office.

eight hours a day, sometimes as low as 400 feet.

It cruised over the peninsula area up to
The Kit
Carson Scouts and interpreters aboard each flight told the
people over and over where to move, how to move, and
what to bring (clothing, identification papers, and one
day’s supply of food).

As the refugees moved through pre-arranged check-
points on the cordon line, they were gathered at temporary
detention centers located at each battalion CP.

A medical team was stationed with each battalion
for emergency treatment, and each refugee received an
initial inspection to insure that none with serious diseases
were housed with the larger groups.

“The first refugees to arrive were, very naturally,
“They told
our interpreters that the VC had threatened them and

confused and scared,” CPT York recalled.

warned that anyone who went to the Americans would be
put in labor camps at Cam Ranh Bay.

(3

the first helicopter loads of refugees were taken
from the battalions to the Combined Holding and Inter-
rogation Center (CHIC) near Quang Ngai City, they were
positive that they were at Cam Ranh and refused to leave
the helicopters. When the province chief heard this, he
came out personally and talked to the people until they
realized they were less than 12 miles from their homes.”

The CHIC was a key factor in the success of Russell
Beach.

aware of the South Vietnam Government,” CPT York

“This is where many of the refugees first became

stated.

At the CHIC, each refugee was carefully interrogated by
GVN officials to locate and isolate VC prisoners of war,
members of the VC infrastructure, VC suspects, possible
Hoi Chanhs, and innocent civilians.

As the slow process to determine and separate cach
/N

provided medical care, clothing, and hot food, in addition

group continued throughout the operation, the G

to drama teams, speakers, newspapers, and music, all
stressing patriotism and unity.

10

CPT Banta York examines ‘home-
made’ transmitting rig that later called
many Vietnamese from their tunnels
and hiding places during frequent
psychological operation broadcasting.

S

Hebert

“The success of the PSYOP operation became a reality
after we convinced the first doubtful refugees that they

would be well treated and safe with us,” CPT York said.
““After they saw what was happening, many of them gladly
made tape recordings to their families and neighbors
which we played from our helicopters over the areas they
indicated. Those tapes were invaluable.”

To show the people that they could trust and believe

the American and GVN forces, CPT York personally
landed his chopper in insecure areas.

“One man was obviously wounded, but was waving a
“When
we landed to pick him up, his entire family trooped out

white flag on a pole at us,” the captain recalled.

of a nearby bunker to go aboard.”
S

than 700 persons—requested to be moved out, and

sveral large groups

one of them numbering more

Chinook pilots also landed on beaches and in insecure
areas to get them all.

By late February, the population at the CHIC was near
the 1
VC suspects

,000 mark, with 257 Viet Cong infrastructure, 190

104 prisoners of war and 32 Hoi Chanhs.
Of the 11,377 innocent civilians moved to the CHIC,
1,057 were men, 3,354 were women and 6,966 were chil-
dren (under 15 years of age).

Officials at the CHIC reported that their population
continued to grow even when no new refugees were com-
ing in; more than 30 babies were delivered there by U.S.
and Vietnamese doctors.

After the first four days of PSYOP, combat operations
started on the peninsula as the cordon line began to
tighten.

The tactical situation had the 2nd and 3rd Bns. of the
26th Marine Regt. in the northern sector of the line, the
5/46 and the 4/3 in the middle, the ARVNs to the south
and Co. D, ¢ and a platoon of ACAVs from H Trp.;
17th Cav. anchoring the right flank of the line.

The idea behind the entire operation was to move
slowly and carefully, and the goal was no more than 500
meters per day.

“Ordinarily, this figure would be very insignificant,”
said BG Cooksey, “‘but on the Batangan Peninsula, it

AMERICAL
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took quite a while just to move a yard because the men

literally looked under every rock and behind every
bush.”

And there was plenty to find. “Just like a big Easter
egg hunt’ was the way one rifleman described it.

Tunnels were everywhere. By the time the combat
phase of the operation ended on Feb. 9, more than 14,000
meters of tunnels had been blown up, mainly by 26th
Engineer Bn. teams assigned to each infantry platoon.

Nearly every village had a large tunnel complex
honeycombed under its simple huts and dirt paths.
Many tunnels were hundreds of meters long with sleeping
niches cut out of the walls every four or five meters, and
every tunnel had to be checked out before it was blowa to
locate any hidden enemy or civilians.

“If some of the refugees and Hoi Chanhs hadn’t

volunteered to show us some of the tunnels they knew Green
about, we may never have found them,” LTC Richardson
stated. “‘In one case a Hoi Chanh took us to an area we A 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. ‘Old Guard’ patrol examines one of 59 individual

weapons found. Below, another 11th Brigade platoon reaches the

had already swept thr()ugh. He then p()lnted to a dirt South China Sea coast as the operation’s cordon phase concludes.

embankment where he said several VC had covered up
the entrance to protect their friends below. Once we
explored it, we found that it had four different levels with
a winding staircase-type entrance hole. It was very

Green

LR

elaborate.
Several hundred ““homemade” mines and booby traps

were encountered during the 27 days of the combat phase
of the operation, either by early detection or accidental
detonation. Most U.S. and ARVN casualties were due to
mines.

“I’ve been over here in the field for about eight months
now, and this is the most treacherous area I’ve seen,” said
1LT Mark S. Richards (Los Angeles), a platoon leader
with A Co., 4/3. “Some mines were found less than 10
meters from our encampments, where we had been
walking back and forth for several days.”

On Feb. 3, the units had completed their slow search
and clear and were on the South China Sea coast. Then,
after a week of back-tracking and more searching, the
combat phase of Operation Russell Beach officially ended
(Feb. 9), and the pacification phase began.

More than 210 VC were killed in action on the peninsula
by late February, besides the prisoners of war, VCI, and
VC suspects held at the CHIC. .

Also in their totals, the allied forces captured 15.5 tons
of salt, 2 tons of corn, 13 tons of rice, and 59 individual
and 6 crew-served weapons. Twenty-three sampans were
destroyed as they tried to evade through Navy craft
patrolling the peninsula waters.

“The resettlement of the peninsula and indoctrination
of the people may take a long time,” CPT York con-

A7\

a0 cluded, “but we can already call Operation Russell Beach
Q a definite success as we’ve effectively separated the VC
from the people. There’s no more VC strongarm rule on

>

the Batangan now.’
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UpperLefoRE :HEHU OLYLQJ WKH ""UHDPuU
Upper RighGeorge and Sophie Beach at home in Alligator Point, FL
Center L&fFrank Svensson retires and has a smile on his fgce
Center Righthe Kenners at Miramar Beach, FL

Lower Leftinda Schuster shows one of many talents she has and i
knitting a shawl
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