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80 years ago almost 3,000 Infantrymen answered President Roosevelt’s 1943 “call”
for a “dangerous and hazardous” mission and became known as Merrill’s Marauders
.. only one remains alive - Russell Hamler, 99, Pennsylvania

In 1943, almost 3,000 men from Panamaand
Trinidad in the Caribbean, plus Stateside and the
South Pacific volunteered for an unknown
.l mission few - if any — were expected to survive.
'~ 8 Code-named “Galahad,” the unit was originally
under command of Lord Louis Mountbatten’s
British Southeast Asia Command. The oldest was
a WW | veteran of the Canadian Black Watch
Highlanders. One of the youngest was Russell
Hamler from Pennsylvania. Last year, he was
foo one of only five living Marauders presented with
a Congressional Gold Medal by Camp Frank D.
Merrill Rangers. Now the u

-
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Roosevelt’s Little White
House in Warm Springs, GA
has a Christmas tree where
visitors can hang names &
photos of their veteran. This

Luther “Buck” Bagley, one of the first 5307t CUP
replacements flown into the Myitkyina airfield after
the Marauders seized it May 17, 1944, has been
inducted into 2023 Georgia Military Veterans Hall

of Fame For Valor. “Buck” was only 22 when he was
KIA July 25, 1944, just eight days before the town of
Myitkyina was captured. The Army — almost 80 years
later - is still searching for his remains. His widow,
Eleanor Stark, 99, and their son, ‘Woody visit (L)
with state Senator Ed “Hop” iES e
Harbison who presented {8
the GMVHOF medallion to ==
Eleanor. A young Eleanor
sits with “Buck” holding
baby “Woody” (R) before
he was shipped off to his
unknown battle location
of Myitkyina, Burma.

£ last living Marauder, he is photo of Marauder Vincent [~

Russell Hamier, (R next to elepnanr) locking younger ~ SEEN here (R) with his son, Melillo & his wife, Frankie, 5
than his 19 years, recoversin India during Spring 1944 Jeffrey, who lives with him has been hung every year ‘;1'
from being shot in the hip at the basie of Nhpum ga, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. since the program began. | =
N et :

7 » TR W e

. 5307 CUP MIA Luther “Buck” Bagley - > 5

' inducted Nov. 4, 2023, into Georgia Military Veterans Hall of Fame 5

NatlonalRanger Monument
Ft. Benning, GA- ORNAMENT

“This 3-D, one-of-a-kind, metal
ornament is only available in
the Infantry Gifts Store or our

website,” said owner Jill
Hoeser. Order online for the
3.5 by 2.5 inch ornament at:

https://infantrygifts.com/
rangers-lead-the-way/

“The Marauder & His Daughter”
by Linda S. Cunningham

Irish author Kevin Johnston’s long-awaited book on
Father James Stuart will include his life in Burma

now available on Amazon

Linda S. Cunningham's book, “The
Marauder & his Daughter,” written
from her father Larry W. Stephenson’s
secret 1944 diary and family interviews
can now be purchased on Amazon.
» Linda’s book, whichtook [

8 4 yearsinthe making,isa |
window into the horror of
the Marauder campaign as ?\
seen from her Dad's eyes. &

s

INDA S. CUNNINGHAM

Author Kevin Johnston's book on Catholic missionary
Father James Stuart's life will be the most comprehensive
account written about the priest who worked with Kachins
and advised both the OSS and Merrill's Marauders. Kevm
and his author wife, Maura, a family
friend of Father Stuart, live in his
hometown of Moneymore, N. Ireland.
Family deaths and
health issues have
slowed Kevin's work, |~ -
but Maura keeps the
book in motion.
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Association Chairman Carl Velleri called the meeting to order at 0856 in Pigeon Forge, TN.
Present for the meeting were Chairman Velleri, Steve Johnson, Ron Olsen and Dave Moncada.
With four voting members of the board present, a quorum was confirmed. Officers of the
Association present were President Bill Martin, Vice President Max Donovan, Treasurer Lynn
Walker and Secretary Frank Svensson.

Carl moved that the minutes from the 2022 board of directors meeting and general business
meeting be approved as submitted. Dave seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

The next order of business was the treasurer’s report presented by Lynn. He reported that the
Association is still in sound financial condition with total liabilities and assets of $53,219.04. He
also expressed concern that there was very little money coming into the coffers during the time
frame between reunions. Next Lynn asked that he be allowed to close an account that we own
with Charter Oak Financial since it is generating very little income. He intends to move the
money into an account with Edward Jones Financial. He also informed the board that we are
current with IRS filings for our 501c status. Dave moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted
as read and that Lynn be allowed to close the Charter Oak account as requested. Steve Johnson
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously.

There was also a discussion regarding what would happen to the Association’s assets when we
decide to end its existence. Lynn informed the board that any remaining assets are required by
IRS rules to be donated to another 501c organization. The possibility that our assets be
distributed to the three operational Ranger Battalions via their 501c organizations was explored
at length. Since this is not time sensitive, the subject was tabled for consideration on a future
date.

Carl brought up the possibility that sitting board members serve a three-year term versus the
current two-year term. [t was pointed out that this would require an amendment to the
Association bylaws. Further discussion will be considered later.

Steve Johnson briefed the board regarding our Ranger Hall of Fame (RHOF) applications. For
various reasons he suggested holding Tom Nash’s packet back this year and saving it for a later
date. He went on the request permission to submit a packet for Al Stewart to the RHOF. Steve
felt very strongly that there was a very good chance that Al would be selected on the first of
three allowed submissions. Dave moved that Tom’s packet be held back, and that Al's be
submitted for consideration. Ron Olsen seconded the motion which was carried una nimously.

Our 2025 reunion will be in Southern California in either San Bernardino County, Orange County
or Riverside County. Frank and Carol Svensson will be walking point for us. Frank informed the
board that there was no firm information regarding specific locations at the time of the board
meeting.

| 2yaydzZSR 2y GKS

cg ) OOOA 030A 3BRRAAARAAO c¢mco



| 2yoydBRo /2YLIlye D owhky3ISND TpiK LYTIydNE & SGNRIOA] o285y &

Sua Sponte was the next subject discussed. Steve Johnson requested that a new editor for Sua
Sponte be found. A lengthy discussion followed. As of now, Steve is the still our editor.

Carl will be the Association Point of Contact for members to submit changes such as addresses
or phone numbers.

Steve Johnson briefed the board on the importance of properly accessing the most current
website information. The best way is to type in Irrpranger.org in the address block of your
browser. That will take vou to the opening page of our website. When you click on “Enter Sua
Sponte” you'll then have full access to the entire site. The problem at this time is that the
information on the site has not been updated to a large extent. The board directed Ron Olsen
to be the Association Point of Contact for updating information on our website, Sua Sponte.

Steve was directed by the board to continue to send copies of Sua Sponte to surviving family
members.

The board discussed at length the importance of trying to make sure that fa mily members
inform the Association when one of our members passes. While this is an important subject,
communications must be a two-way street. We must rely on surviving family members to let us
know when one of our brothers passes and then we can disseminate that information to our
membership.

2023 donations were then explored. The board directed Lynn to donate $1,500 to the 75%
Regiment Chaplain to be dispersed as he and his staff see fit. Steve Johnson moved that this be
approved, Dave Moncada seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Ron Olsen moved that the board meeting be adjourned. Dave Moncada seconded the motion
which carried unanimously.
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COMPANY G RANGER 75TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION

Profit & Loss
January 1 through December 13, 2023

COMPANY G RANGER 75TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION

Balance Sheet
As of December 13, 2023

Ordinary Income/Expense

Jan 1-Dec 13, 23

Dec 13, 23

Income ASSETS
Direct Public Support Current Assets
5 " Checking/Savings
I i 1,505.0
ndivid, Business Contributions 505.00 Company G Ranger 75th Infantry 10,595.02
Total Direct Public Support 1,505.00 Total Checking/Savings 10,595.02
Other Types of Income Other Current Assets
Concessions 785.00 Charter Oak Capital Management 11,021.21
Reunion Auction Proceeds 8,170.00 Edward Jones Money Market 40,000.00
Reunion Concession Proceeds 380.00 S S
Total Other Current Assets 51,021.21
Total Other Types of Income 9,335.00 Total Custeit Asssts 61,616.23
Program Income
Membership Dues 1,550.00 TOTAL ASSETS M
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Total Program Income 1,550.00 Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Total Income 12,390.00 Other Current Liabilities
Gross Profit 12,390.00 National Ranger Memorial Founda 100.00
Expense Total Other Current Liabilities 100.00
Business Expenses Total Current Liabilities 100.00
Business Registration Fees 20.00
Total Liabilities 100.00
Total Business Expenses 20.00 i
Equity
Operations Equity Prior Year 26,688.97
Postage, Mailing Service 302.74 Opening Balance Equity 64310
Printing and Copying 471.10 Netincome 86440
Website rental 149.99 Total Equity 61,516.23
Total Operations 923.83 TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 61,616.23
Travel and Meetings
Conference, Convention, Meeting 189.90
Reunion Concession Expenses 1,006.72
Reunion Expenses 2,265.39
Total Travel and Meetings 3,462.01 0 26GR2Y YAY 3 -Ki @K ySlo
Total Expense 4,405.84 ly20KSNI 3dz0084a 4 ¥ dzf
Net Ordinary Income 7,984.16 GKSNB A GKS YARRE S
Net Income 7,984.16
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