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Photos by Father John Dane

Father John A. Dane is now retired in England, his homeland. He sent close to a hundred photos to be posted @n our
website and it will be there in the very near future. He gave us permission to use pics in the newsletter including the
Americal Magazine article by Team Ohio that John was a member of where he was awarded a Silver Star and Purple
Heart. As he informed us, O0Ther e chaalitee mindfieldse hrei gxinenm s |
words, not mine. | had an inkling that something big was about to happen and it did and | remember watching all the
action from the beach in frontofmyfwh er e el se?6 Top | eft photo is Dapne;
Terry, Unknown, and 0Jollydé Charles Haussl er. Me| a br
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Americal Magazine

n the midst of an endless sea of

bright green, a small group of men
sit hiding. Like the
forest, they look no different than
their Their clothes,
their boots, even their skin is colored
Bush hats are pulled low on

animals of
surroundings.

green.
their heads.

Each carries 60 pounds of gear and
has rations for five days; each holds a
Russian weapon or M-79
launcher and AR-15. One man looks
down at the radio by his side, check-
ing the frequency. His friend takes
a compass reading with his map to get
an azimuth. Another, his eyes peer-
ing through the foliage, watches for
the enemy.

They are LRPs—Long Range Pa-

trol members who know their job and

“grenade

wear their black berets with distinc-
tion. These teams of elite guerrilla
fighters penetrate terrain where in the
past only the enemy has stalked.
Their assignment: find, report, and,
if necessary, fight ““Charlie.”

Two- of these teams, working for
the 198th Inf. Bde., wait on Chop
Vum Mountain, well to the northwest
of the ““Brave and Bold” AO.
are on a ‘“‘hunter-killer”

One team is called Ohioj; the other,

They
mission.

12
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500 meters to the west, is Kentucky,
and the enemy is familiar with them
both.
and knows the terrain as well as the

Ohio has been here before,

this
“Charlie”

enemy. Kentucky is new to
but has
before in other places.

Ohio’s led by SGT John
Dane (London), an ex-British Army
commando, sit the

In the center

area, outwitted

men,
looking down
slope of the mountain.
of the
ordinary Vietnamese reed and bam-
hootch. An
sance team the day before noticed an

broad valley they see an

boo aerial reconnais-
unusual concentration of military-age
males in the area.

“Traffic seems a little too organ-
ized,” observes Dane. “‘Let’s have a
look.”

Quickly, expertly, silently, they are
down and in, just eight meters from
the hootch’s walls, close enough to
read “‘Charlie’s” tired face. Ken-
tucky, led by SGT Tom Robdison
(Jackson, Mich.), closes in from an-
other angle.

Ohio’s men tread softly; their lives

The small

hootch is not as innocent as it appears.

depend on their stealth.

It contains an enemy hospital. It is
empty, but the LRPs are extra

Provided by Father John A.

cautious—no reason to get careless
now.
SGT Clar-

ence Avery (Anniston, Ala.), probing

Assistant Team lLeader
the ground outside of the hootch,
discovers a hollow spot. Inside are
medical instruments, detailed surgical
With

few words the well-trained men com-

instructions, and documents.

plete their search and turn to leave.
As if with a stage director in the
wings, the teams act as one man and
They have
Five of the

men spread out into a perimeter, deep

move across a ri('c ])il(l(ly.

radioed for extraction.

in the heavy muck.

In minutes the throbbing sound of
the “bird” filters through the heavy
canopy surrounding the men. It
appears over the trees and begins to

the LZ.

deep within the thick leaves, two

settle on Suddenly, from
enemy machineguns open up on the
The pilot
drives the chopper hard into the sky,
With

a broken oil line, the helicopter aborts

men and the helicopter.
although he takes seven hits.
the extraction and limps back to LZ

Bowman and safety.
The LRPs are pinned to the mud,

getting heavier fire each minute.
CPL George F. Moreno (Tucson,
AMERICAL
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Americal Magazine

Ariz.) lifts his head long enough to
the
com-

fire an M-79 smoke round into
The 198th’s

mand and control chopper flies in to

enemy position.

the rescue, blanketing the marked
VC with its M-60s.
“The all

Moreno said.

that saved us,”
“The

kept them down just long enough for

ship’s
later chopper
us to get back out of the paddy.”

Five men are wounded, and, with
the coming darkness, they must spend
the this
Their heavy return fire now gets them

night in forsaken place.
from the edge of the paddy to the
safety of the mountain’s shadow, and

Mov-

climbing

its foliage closes behind them.
ing up the narrow trail,
higher, they contact the enemy again.
Firing LAWs (light anti-tank weap-
ons), one VC is killed and one wound-
('(1.

Team Ohio sets up a protective

observation post; Kentucky climbs
Chop Vum. Nosing through the
triple canopy, they find the bush

gives way to a clearing, and there,
right at the mountain’s peak, they
discover a fortress of giant wooden
planks. A strange structure com-
pared with the delicate hamlets dot-
ting the valley’s floor—there are no

MAY, 1969
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windows or doors.

SGT Tom Steele (Chelsea, Mich.) @
assistant team leader, and Moreno
climb in through a thin slit between
What they have

come across is a building formed

the walls and roof.
like a safe. ““Recoilless rifle rounds!”
shouts Steele’s excited voice, muflled
by the enclosure surrounding him.
“Armor-piercing rounds, HEAT
rounds, mortar fuse caps.”

Ohio moves up to join Kentucky,
and they set up a hasty night laager.
During darkness, the Viet Cong are
relentless with their M-79 fire. Steele
bravely stays atop the captured ammo
bunker, under fire, guarding the
prize.

The morning of the next day turns
the spiteful blackness of the sky to a
hazy gray. The 198th Inf. Bde.’s
Co E, 1st Bn., 6th Inf., led by 1LT
Warren G. (Charleston,
SIC), 1s comung: “tow help. SGTs

David Swires (Bayard, Colo.), I)um@

and Steele, along with CPL Moreno,

Randolph

volunteer to remain behind when the

other LRPs are finally extracted.
The four battle-toughened soldiers

lead the infantrymen to the ammo
cache and the hospital.
Once again atop Chop Vum, Dane

and Moreno plant two pounds of C4
explosive, amid the thump of M-79
rounds and the staccato of machine-
of the
blast, the four LRPs again try for ex-

guns. In the wake giant
traction.

Gunships rip across the sky now,
600

meters of rice paddies to the chop-

per’s LZ.

dodg

as the quartet S across

They crouch in the center-

of the wet field, again taking every-
thing the determined enemy can
throw their way. E Co. tries to

protect them from the surrounding
woodline.

Nobody knew whose helicopter it
was that the
middle of this hell, but as Moreno
later remarked, ““Man, am [ thankful

dropped dewn into

for that ‘bird’ that got us out.”

The mission speaks for itself.
The LRPs leave Chop Vum Mountain
and the wvalley below, having de-

stroyed the enemy’s supply of heavy
ammunition, a number of documents,
and killed 14 Viet Cong. ¥

On the trip back to LZ Bayonet, a
tired, but satisfied SGT Swires speaks
with a slight smile on his face:
“Those VC were shooting at us, not
at the company out there...We must

have got them mad.”

13
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2016 Reunion Norco, California

The 2016 Reunion wil/l be from Thursday Octobe
through checkout on Sunday October 9th in Nor
CA at the Marriot Fairfield I nn and Suites

A working copy of our itinerary of events an
coverage wil/l be in the June issue of Sua Spo
Steve Deever is the point man with assistance
George Merkel, and Frank Svensson.

Rates will be $109 per night plus applicabl e

Reservations: 840070718 or the hotel directly 93464500
And be sure to mention yourself as part of the LRRP Ranger
Association for the special rate. Cut off date is 9/14/2016.

0

at 3

Complimentary Parking to hotel gues
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