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Viic sharing a laugh at the 2007 Reunion with Joe Meinike and Larry Hogan.

“The truly brave are soft of heart and
eyes, And feel for what their duty bids
them do.”

Lord Byron

I will always remember my first
meeting with Vic. I had just reported to
the HQ of the LRRPs of the 196th
Light Infantry Brigade, and reported to
Earl Toomey who was acting 1st SGT.
He mtroduced me and the other new
volunteers to Vic and the other original
4 members of the group. At the time, I
didn’t recognize his basic shyness. As I
got to know him, I was allowed inside
that veneer and became, forever, a
friend. When I left the service, I did
not look back. For many reasons, not
the least of which was the inhospitable
era for soldiers during the Vietnam War.
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I think it was more than serendipity that
a chance business encounter with his
brother many years later led to my re-
uniting with Vic in Washington, DC
where he took me (for the first time) to
the Wall, where he showed me the
names of Solomon Kalua and Danny
McLaughlin, who had lost their lives on
Vic’s last LRRP patrol. He had tears in
his eyes. We attended the 196th LIB
Association Reunion that weekend, and
that reunited our friendship in ways that
words cannot communicate. We saw
each other regularly at reunions, and he
drew me into his life, and into his battle
with the VA. He stayed regularly at my
home and traveled with me and Dianne
to Maine for quiet weekends with
friends and family. He was a quiet man;
one who understood and harnessed that

Sua Sponte

Sergeant Victor Valeriano is inducted into the
Ranger Hall of Fame for excceptional valor
during participation in armed conflict. In nu-
merous encounters with the enemy from Decem-
ber 1966 through January 1968, and in par-
ticular, on January 20, 1968, Sergeant 1V ale-
riano displayed uncommon courage and out-
standing leadership gualities. While leading a
G-man LRRP unit in Thien Phoue on Janu-
ary 20, 1968, Sergeant V aleriano and his
men came under a withering crossfire from a
superior enemy force which quickly resulted in
every member of the team being wounded, with
three ultimately dying from their wounds. Un-
able to withdraw bis team due 1o the crossfire,
Sergeant V aleriano, though wounded himself
and the only remaining effective fighting element
of his team mounted a defense of his team’s
position, successfully repelling both a frontal
and flanking assanlt. During the ensuing fire-
\fight Sergeant Valeriano returned a number of
eneny grenades thrown into bis position. His
tenacions defense of his team’s position eventy-
ally cansed the enemy element to withdraw.
Sergeant Valeriano’s courageous actions and
steadfast commitment to bis team saved the
lives of the three remaining members. His con-
duct reflects the highest standards of the Ranger
tradition. RTLW

of which man is capable in times of war,
yet forever in search of peace and calm.

He was my brothet. And he was
blood as certain as if we had had the
same mother. His loss pains me, and
forever diminishes me.

“Cowards die many times before their
deaths;

The valiant never taste of death but once.
Of all the wonders that I yet have heard,
It seems to me most strange that men

should fear;
Seeing that death, a necessary end,
Will come when it will come.”

William Shakespeare,
“Julius Caesar” , Act 2 Scene 2

Page 3







