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By: Joe Meinike

Yes, it has been a little over
one year since I took over the helm of
our Association from Tom Nash. The
past year has been full of a lot of frus-
tration and some disappointments with
regard to getting our newsletter out and
keeping the information flow to the
membership going. However, at the
same time there were a few bright mo-
ments. The moments that provided
some sense of job satisfaction and hu-
mor were enough to keep me going for
another year.

One of the many challenges we
as a group face is that we will have de-
clining membership in the future. Every
year there will be fewer of us. Thatis a
fact we need to face. For that reason
alone, we need to think about the differ-
ent areas of responsibilities within the
organization and people to handle these
tasks. We need to have people step for-
ward and fill some of these spots.

This past year the Association lost five
members. I was able to attend two of
the memorial services. It was great to
see that quite a few of our members
wete able to make it to Vic’s memorial
service. In another section of the news-
letter Tom Nash has provide a lot more
information and details about the me-
morial service and Vic’s life. Vic will be
missed by many of us.

I was pleased to see so many of
you at the Reunion this year. After the
initial rocky and somewhat confusing
start we had with the preparation phase
this year, I was truly surprised about the
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end result.

Dinah and I attended the
RHOF Induction this year. I think that
it was one of the best organized military
events that we have attended in a long
time. The event started on time and was
organized in true military precision. I
think the fact that it was held indoors
had a major impact. It was unfortunate
that none of our recommendations for
the RHOF made the list this year. We
will try again next year. However, it was
somewhat disappointing to see that only
two of our members joined Dinah and I
at the RHOF carillon with some of the
new faces at this year’s reunion was
none other than Cpt. Mac and his wife.
From the rumorts that were floating
around on Saturday, ’m glad that I was
not anywhere close to the combination
of Cpt. Mac, his wife, and my wife and
the somewhat embarrassing conversa-
tions that took place on Friday night at
the banquet and around the pool.

Cpt. Mac, I hope that we will see you
and your lovely bride again next yeat.

As most of you know by now,
we had quite a bit of excitement at the
Reunion. About forty-eight guys went
to Alabama for some old-fashioned
airborne excitement. Unfortunately, two
of our members got hurt at the drop
zone. John Starnes fractured three ver-
tebrates, and Steve Franklin broke his
left leg in two places. The good news as
of last week is that they both are doing
fine. Steve will be walking atound in a
cast for a while, and John will be wear-
ing a back brace for a few weeks. Per-
haps it is time to think about other ac-
tivities at our reunions?

Some of the changes that were
voted on and implemented during the
meetings this year are as follows: The
number of board members has been
reduced from seven to five. Tom Nash
has decided to continue taking an active
part in the Association and has come
back as 2 Board member. We welcome
Tom back after being away for a year.

Another decision that was
made at this yeat’s reunion is that we
will have locations for future reunions

scheduled. ~ Continued on page 11
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