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Sua Spente is the offical newsletter published
quarterly by the Company G (RANGER) 75th
Infantry Association.

Change of Address: Sua Sponte does not main-
tain the mailing list. Any address changes should
be forwarded to Stephen “Crabs” Crabtree;
ranger @ cableaz.com or 2255 N Azurite St, Mesa,
AZ 85207.

Membership Information: All former members
of the 196th LRRPs, E/51st LRPs, and G/75th
Rangers are eligible to receive Sua Sponte. Mem-
bership applications can be obtained by contact-
ing the Association at any of the addresses or phone
numbers listed above.

Newsletter Submittals: Article, photos, an-
nouncements, etc. are always welcomed. Sua
Sponte reserves the right to accept and edit all
materials as necessary. All submitted photos will
be returned if requested. Authorship and photo
credits will be provided. Submittal of written ar-
ticles may be hand written, typed or on computer
disk. We can translate most files. Macintosh is
preferred.

Deadlines: Sua Sponte is published quarterly in
March, June, September and December. Abso-
lute deadlines for submitting material for the news-
letter is the first of each month identified above.
Time sensitive material will take precedence. Send
material to the Sua Sponte address in Bemidji,Mn.

President’s Report

by Tom Nash

Schuster’s Project

Jerry Schuster is involved with one of the most important tasks undertaken by the
Association — looking for lost teammates and members of the unit, as well as the
families of our honored dead. I wanted you all to know about it, as he may call on
you for input.

Over the past couple of years, I had the opportunity to be involved in helping to
make a couple of connections between several people and the Association.
Recently, after two new instances, I came to realize that providing a forum for
members of the unit to stay in touch, or to get in touch for the first time, is one of
the paramount services provided by the Association. At the recent reunion in
Seattle, held in conjunction with the 75th Ranger Regiment Association Reunion,
although disappointingly attended by only a few guys from our unit, I nonetheless
had the opportunity to meet some folks from the unit that I had never met before —
George Beach and Steve Lemaire. But perhaps more importantly, I was able to see
members of our unit that hadn’t seen each other since Vietnam — Rick Lett, Steve
Franklin and John Starnes — get together. Apparently, Rick hadn’t been in contact
with any of his teammates since Vietnam, and the mini-reunion among them came
about because some kid about to go into the Army made an inquiry of the
Association about one of his neighbors, who, as it turns out, was Rick. Seeing
those guys get together was clearly one of the rewards of being at the Reunion.
But, also, about two months ago, I received a phone call from the father of
Stephen Chaney. Some one had told him about our website, and somehow he
tracked me down and called me. It turns out that he hadn’t known his son had
served with a LRRP/Ranger unit, and was glad to speak with someone from the
unit. I was able to give him some feedback from members of the unit that had
served with his son, and point out to him that there was a brick placed for his son
at the Ranger Memorial at Fort Benning. He expressed an interest in attending a
reunion. In both cases, i.e., Rick and Mr. Chaney, the common denominator was
that we — as a unit or as an association — simply did not have contact, and that
points out a continuing problem for the Association, i.e., keeping our roster up-to-
date. Jerry Schuster has volunteered to work on the problem.

Jerry’s task is to find all the guys who have fallen off the map — the ones who we
have had contact with and who moved, for example, forgetting to give us their
new address, but also, he’s going to make an effort to find those guys who served
with the unit, but with whom we have never had any contact. And finally. he’s
going to try and locate the families of all of our honored fallen. Jerry can do much
of the work necessary to accomplish the task, but in the final analysis, he may
need help. To the extent each member of the unit has stayed in touch with his
teammates, he should check with them to make sure we have their current
addresses, phone number, and email addresses. Some of you will have
information about the families of our fallen that might otherwise prove difficult to
come by. That information should be passed on to Jerry.

Our next reunion is in Florida from Thursday, June 30 through Sunday. July 3.
2005. Thope to see a bigger turnout than I’ve seen in recent years, perhaps to rival
the attendance at some of the early reunions I’ve heard about. I want to make this
reunion an event for the families of the guys on “Our Wall.” Having people there
who served with their sons, fathers, husbands or brothers will help to make the
reunion special. As will the work that Jerry has undertaken.

Tom Nash
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WEST COAST MINI-REUNION

Thanks to hard work and energy by George Beach and Tom Hardy, (16) G Company Rangers
converged at Tom Hardy’s place on Sept 18th and 19th, 2004. Some of the West Coast usual suspects
were there — Dan Linehan, Dave Moncada, David E. Smith, Rody Lindhe, Ron LaBrie, Tim Shur, Tom
Hardy, and Mike Chu (Hawaii). What made this somewhat special however, were some new faces,
some “first timers.” who also showed up — Dan McBride, John Gaffney, Mike Dodson, Mike O’Hara,
Ramon Santamaria, and Robert Leon-Gherrero, and of course, our own legendary George Beach. What
made this even more amazing was how quickly this came together, with a few phone calls and letters,
George Beach and Hardy made this possible in short order.

Of personal interest to me was seeing Ramon “Saint” Santamaria for the first time since I left Nam in
March, 1970. We had all heard that Saint had medically retired from the Los Angeles Police
Department and was in some unknown way having difficulty with coming to Ranger Reunions. His
showing set all of that aside. Saint looked great, sounded great, and seemed just fine! We had a
wonderful visit, joking and laughing about some of our crazy antics. Naturally, we discussed some old
missions in the bush. “HELL, HE AIN’T CRAZY, HE’S JUST ANOTHER RANGER LIKE THE
REST OF US!!!"” Ilook forward to seeing and hearing more from Saint. Let me say it hear and now,
while realizing how controversial this might sound — Saint was without a doubt, the best “back door,
rear security Ranger in the Nam” (all right, I'll admit my bias — just cuz he was on my team).

George Beach. as you may have heard by now, is in Southern California to receive medical care from
the VA Hospital in San Diego. He continues to wage his personal battle with cancer, and we all should
pray for his speedy and safe recovery. He looked and sounded fine, as did Saint, but he intends to
receive on-going care from VA doctors. Nonetheless, George is waiting to hear news of a “Security”
job he’s applied for in the “Big Sandbox” across the ocean. Undoubtedly, George will do well in
whatever endeavors he places himself in — but we all hope he settles his medical care first (I told him
this very thing as often as I could). Beach is amazing all the same, for he was in the Nam for at least
four — I say again. four — tours and his knowledge and experience covers a wide and colorful cloth of
time. What's equally amazing is that his recall of missions, events, and simply “who did what” is
phenomenal. He is worth a book or two in my humble opinion. He was Team Texas and G Company,
75th Rangers all in one!

As a group, we decided on planning and putting together another West Coast reunion on or about
September/October 2005. We will converge on a beautiful setting in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, in a
small and quaint town known as Sierra City. In fact, Ron Labrie and his life partner, Cheryl, will host
it. They will have completed their bed and breakfast inn by then, but they also know of many other
lodging proprietors in Sierra City. Ron says he and his town can accommodate easily 200 Rangers and
their wives, if need be. We were wondering if this might work out for the whole G/75th Association.
The planners will be Labrie, Moncada, Gaffney, and O’Hara. We’ll keep everyone posted as plans
develop.

Our mini-reunion was a terrific success, for which George Beach, Tom Hardy, and the lovely “Dawn”
deserve our many thanks.

Dave Moncada
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