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tell tall tales with...who could miss it?

This just in via email from Tom
Nash...”.. Based on what weve heard
so far, at least 80 of our comrades have
committed to attend. That’s not the
casual “maybe Tl be there” commit-
ment, but the firm “I will be there” vari-
ety. As oppottunities go, this could be
the best one in years to get together
with this many old friends and com-
ndeste

Company E. 51st Infantry LRS s
sending an honor guard from their cur-
rent duty station in Darmstadt, Ger-

Co E. 515t LRS sending
Honor Guard from
Darmstadt,
Germany
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Those of us in this
association of vet-
erans in our unit are
at an age when it
becomes more diffi-
cult to avoid the
cynicism of the times (as frequently
expressed in our news media) and
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still remain optimistic about the va-
garies of life. Then too, we lose
friends and family; friends and fam-
ily become ill; and disappointments -
many of them great- must be weath-
ered. The business of life can indeed
be taxing. But occasionally, you run
across a small vignette -a small slice
of life- something that goes against
the grain -that has a certain quiet
power and dignity to it. It’s the kind
of thing that can reinforce your faith
in the human race or which has the
transcendent ability to affirm life
when such an affirmation is most
needed. Irecently had such a mo-
ment, and I thought that you might
feel the same way.

I’ve written here of my admira-
tion for the men of E51 LRS. I've
come to know a number of them.

albeit only through emails, and
through some of the stories they are

Bridget Madison
- Spencer Karol's mom-
with young Spencer Timothy Kepa...

living. They are doing in the Global
War on

Terrorism much the same thing that
we did in a different corner of the world,
in a different war, and at a different
time. The long and the short of it is that
we have much in common with these
men some 34-40 years removed.

["ve also written about Spc. Spencer
Timothy Karol of E51 and E51 LRS
Team 2-1 mission on which Spc. Karol
lost his life in Iraq. It’s been a year and
a half since I first came across his name,

when [ received a couple of emails from
Spc. Karol's comrades from E51 in Iraq
shortly after his death. Over the ensuing
year and a half, I feel like ['ve come to

Ssg. Dominick Kepa, wife Monica and young
son Spencer Timothy Kepa... |
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know Spc. Karol and

the other men of E51 in a way, from the
manner in which his loss was handled
and absorbed by his teammates and fam-
ily. and the dedication of his comrades
and teammates to ensure that Spc. Karol
was properly memorialized. And then
there was that picture of him that graced
the cover of “Patrolling” a few months
back. I don’t think I have ever seen a
photo of a man prouder to be wearing
the uniform than Spencer Karol in that
photo. Seeing him as a living breathing

(Contined o page 9)







