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by Stephen Crabtree

Headliner ...
This could be the largest
reunion yet! Please read the
majority of this issue on San
Diego ...starting on page 1

President’s Challenge... San
Diego seems to be on
everyone’s mind... page 2

Obituary Notice... Gerry O'Dell
passes away. Nice email found
on...page 8

General Notice ... Hard to
imagine that one of our LRRP
has made the grade of general

-spage 9

Denim Shirt .. New concession
item is selling at a fast pace!
...page 10

Next Issue... San Diego will
continue to be, perhaps, the

1 [
largeSt reumqn to date! Read Aerial view of the Holiday Inn of San Diego. Certainly a place to be for our
to see who will be there in the next reunion which should have near record attendance. Article on page 3.

next issue...
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Sua Sponte is the offical newsletter published
quarterly by the Company G (RANGER) 75th
Infantry Association.

Change of Address: Sua Sponte does not main-
tain the mailing list. Any address changes should
be forwarded to Stephen “Crabs” Crabtree;
ranger@cableaz.com or 2255 N Azurite St, Mesa,
AZ 85207.

Membership Information: All former members
of the 196th LRRPs, E/51st LRPs, and G/75th
Rangers are eligible to receive Sua Sponte. Mem-
bership applications can be obtained by contact-
ing the Association at any of the addresses or phone
numbers listed above.

Newsletter Submittals: Article, photos, an-
nouncements, etc. are always welcomed. Sua
Sponte reserves the right to accept and edit all
materials as necessary. All submitted photos will
be returned if requested. Authorship and photo
credits will be provided. Submittal of written ar-
ticles may be hand written, typed or on computer
disk. We can translate most files. Macintosh is
preferred.

Deadlines: Sua Sponte is published quarterly in
March, June, September and December. Abso-
lute deadlines for submitting material for the news-
letter is the first of each month identified above.
Time sensitive material will take precedence. Send
material to the Sua Sponte address in Bemidji,Mn.

President’s Report
by Tom Nash

REUNION 2002 - SAN DIEGO

Our reunion for 2002 is set for San Diego. Steve Crabtree has
done an excellent job setting this up, with a full plate of events
and activities for anyone who attends. (For those of you who
are reading about this in Sua Sponte, check out the part of the
web site dedicated to the reunion at http://www.Irrpranger.org/
sandiego/suasponte.htm.)

It seems fitting to me that we have finally chosen San Diego for
the site of one of our reunions. After all, for many members of
the Association, San Diego represented their last view and taste
of the U.S: when the 196" Light Infantry Brigade was deployed
to Vietnam. The USS Patch and USS Darby, on which the
original members of the Brigade traveled to Vietnam, will have
docked in San Diego almost 37 years ago to the day the Asso-
ciation gathers for its reunion in San Diego. 37 years!!! And,
while | can’t help but wonder where the time has gone since
that last one-day pass in San Diego as | sit and write this call to
~gatherin San Diego next year, I'm listening to the first reports-of
| confemporary Rangers-in-action in Afghanistan. So much has
changed, particularly in the past month-and a half, but some
things remain the same — Americans going off to fight a war in
some armpit of the world.

It occurs to me, that now, more than ever, our reunions take on
a deeper meaning. It's become almost a duty for American
citizens to patriotically show the flag in recent days, as the
Nation faces up to one of the biggest challenges it has ever
faced. And in this regard, the rest of the Nation is catching up
to what its veterans always knew. And that’s that Freedom and
Democracy come at a price. What better time then than at this
critical moment in our Nation’s history, and what better expres-
sion of patriotism, of service, and Love of Country, than a re-
union of LRRPs and Rangers, can there be. So, I'm calling you
to San Diego. Come gather and renew old acquaintances;
come and celebrate old bonds and make new ones; come to
remember those that are gone; and especially, come and cel-
ebrate our country. | hope to see many of you there.

Best Regards, Tom Nash
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