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Sua Sponte Lineup San Diego...Successes

Feature ... by Sua Sponte Staff
San Diego Reunion was a
success with a finale at Ft.
Rosecrans ...pages 3&4

President’s Message... An up-
date and reflection of our
Association... pages 2&6

Commo Check... Read to find
out what communication
device has alonger range
than a PRC-25 ...page 7

Company News ... Several of
our Brothers have passed
on...page 8

Unit Citations....page 9; you
can read to find out about our
units’ awards

Colonel Ralph B. Tildon (ret), former XO of G company Ranger, 75th Infantry
and his beautiful wife Florita.

check our website: www.lrrpranger.org
Our reunion this year was a huge success because of the
high turnout of association members; reunion planning by
the Crabtrees; and high-quality speakers with Colonel
Tildon and Major Scott Nelson.

Next Issue... Vic Valeriano is
inducted into the Ranger Hall
of Fame

www.lrrpranger.org... Come and
check out our website
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Sua Sponte is the offical newsletter published
quarterly by the Company G (RANGER) 75th
Infantry Association.

Change of Address: Sua Sponte does not main-
tain the mailing list. Any address changes should
be forwarded to Stephen “Crabs” Crabtree;
ranger@cableaz.com or 2255 N Azurite St, Mesa,
AZ 85207.

Membership Information: All former members
of the 196th LRRPs, E/51st LRPs, and G/75th
Rangers are eligible to receive Sua Sponte. Mem-
bership applications can be obtained by contact-
ing the Association at any of the addresses or phone
numbers listed above.

Newsletter Submittals: Article, photos, an-
nouncements, etc. are always welcomed. Sua
Sponte reserves the right to accept and edit all
materials as necessary. All submitted photos will
be returned if requested. Authorship and photo
credits will be provided. Submittal of written ar-
ticles may be hand written, typed or on computer
disk. We can translate most files. Macintosh is
preferred.

Deadlines: Sua Sponte is published quarterly in
March, June, September and December. Abso-
lute deadlines for submitting material for the news-
letter is the first of each month identified above.
Time sensitive material will take precedence. Send
material to the Sua Sponte address in Bemidji,Mn.

President’s Report
by Tomeash

The periods following the occasions of our reunions have for me

usually been a time for reflection before gearing up for whatever
happens to be on the Association’s agenda for the following year.
However, this year was a little different, in that following our
Association’s reunion in San Diego in June, | soon attended two more
reunion events. But there’s still a lot on which to reflect. | spent a few
days at the 75" Ranger Regiment Association reunion at Fort Benning
in early July, in order to attend the Ranger Hall of Fame induction of
one of our own — Vic Valeriano (full coverage in the next issue of Sua
Sponte). Later in July, | was able to get together with some of the
guys from the unit to which | was assigned prior to joining the LRRP
unit. As | attended these three events, | was struck by the continuity
and bridge from our unit, and other units like ours, to the Ranger and
LRS units of today, and was reminded of the role of the “citizen sol-
dier” in the defense of our liberties and freedoms. After attending
these three reunions, | became more aware of the passage of time
since Vietnam, but also, the old adage “the more things change, the
more they stay the same” comes to mind.

Our Association’s reunion in San Diego was a wonderful event. There
was not a false note. Steve Crabtree did a great job pulling it all
together. | always enjoy our reunions, for a variety of reasons, like
everyone, but | particularly like the fact that | get, not only to renew
some of the oldest friendships | have — my former teammates from

the 196™ LRRP unft, but also to meet warriors from the E51 and G75 |

eras of our unit’s history. This year, in particular, | think the attendees
were well served by the presence of Major Scott Nelson, the former
commander of the current incarnation of E Co. (Long Range Surveil-
lance), 51¢ Infantry, now serving in Darmstadt, Germany. No one
who spoke with Scott came away unimpressed with his professional-
ism and devotion to his duty. He was able to give us some insight
into E51’s mission, and the fact that the similarities between their
missions in the Balkans and ours in Vietnam are striking. Here it is —
30-35 years later - and they are still using patrolling tactics and tech-
niques that we developed in Vietnam. | was also struck by the fact
that Scott clearly sees that the connection between our units is much
more than just symbolic, and that their mission is, in many ways, not a
new mission, but a continuation of ours.

The Hall of Fame Induction ceremony at Benning was memorable,
but it was but one event that took place during what was also the
week of the 75" Ranger Regiment Association Reunion. While | was
unable to stay for the entire week, | did have the opportunity to meet
some LRRPs and Rangers from other units; to visit the Ranger Me-
morial; and to witness the induction ceremony. There’s something to
be said for getting together with veterans of other units that did what
we did and compare notes. | regret that | did not have more time to

do so. Continued on Page 6
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