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By Sua Sponte Staff

Corps page 4

MIA ]omt Task Force... Mu
Chu informs on MIA Teams
from Hawan -page 5 '

.'Si k i‘CgIl . ()ur Brothers are m
‘need of our support... page 6

Presxdent and @ au bmessage... |
Steve and A} talk ..

Pages 2 . Rumor has it that there is a red light that can be seen from the president’s office,
. but it’s not associated with Rudolph. Come share with us a great reunion this
year in D.C. (See update on page 8 for dates).

The officers and boardmembers of our Association would like to
wish everyone a Happy New Year. Please, notice this issue was sent to
you by first class mailing. We will do this once a year to make sure we
have your current address although mailing first class costs us four
times more than our non-profit mailing (which will not forward or
return undelivered newsletters).

Please send us your new address if you move, or notify Frank
_ Svensson if you know members that are not getting their newsletter.
danger ..page 9 . Frank’s address is located on the inside of page 2. Merry XMas!
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BEMIDIJI, MN. 56601
PH: 218/ 759-1439

http://www.paulbunyan.net/users/ssponte
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President
Steve “Sour” Crabtree
Vice-President
Dave “Chief” Moncada
Secretary-Treasurer
Frank Svensson
Board of Directors
Al “Sugar Bear” Stewart, Chairman
“Doc” Bronson
Rick “Jarhead” Collier
—Steve "Tower" Johnson
Dave "Chief" Moncada
Thomas “Tom” Nash
Dennis”Snaggle Puss” Nye
Earl Toomey
Charles “Wolf” Williams
Historian
John “Gunner” Starnes
Corp. Counsel
Tom “Dolly” Robison
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Sua Sponte is the offical newsletter published
quarterly by the Company G (RANGER) 75th
Infantry Association.

Change of Address: Sua Sponte does not main-
tain the mailing list. All addresses are maintained
by the Treasurer. Receivers of Sua Sponte are en-
couraged to keep the Association informed of any
address changes. ;

Membership Information: All former members
of E/51 and G/75 are eligible to receive Sua
Sponte. Membership applications can be obtained
by contacting the Association at any of the ad-
dresses or phone numbers listed above.
Newsletter Submittals: Article, photos, an-
nouncements, etc. are always welcomed. Sua
Sponte reserves the right to accept and edit all
materials as necessary. All submitted photos will
be returned if requested. Authorship and photo
credits will be provided. Submittal of written ar-
ticles may be hand written, typed or on computer
disk. We can translate most files. Macintosh is
preferred.

Deadlines: Sua Sponte is published quarterly in
March, June, September and December. Abso-
lute deadlines for submitting material for the news-
letter is the first of each month identified above.
Time sensitive material will take precedence. Send
material to the Sua Sponte address in Bemidji,Mn.

During the Veterans Day weekend over 100,000 people came to see the replica
of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Mesa, Arizona. I spent Thursday
through Sunday helping people find names, trace them and just being there for a
shoulder to cry on. It was truly a moving experience, so I used Lori’s shoulder
to cry on. As the names were being read, you had to fune them out in order to
be able to help others. This worked really well for me until they got to the 1969
time frame. Hearing several of our buddies’ names read almost put me to my
knees.

I gave my speech, Vietnam: Victory or Defeat on Veterans Day, Friday and
again on the closing Sunday. As the talk referenced both LRRPs and Rangers, I
had to define the difference. I used the analogy of having worked for
McDonnell Douglas one day and then for Boeing the next. One day we were
LRRPs and the next day we were Rangers; same job, same desk, different name.
Alexis, my five-year-old granddaughter, was really tickled to hear her name

| over the Ioudspeaker so I asked her if she would like to say something on

Sunday. We decided on, “Thank you, Veterans,” and rehearsed all day Saturday
and on the way to the Wall on Sunday. Every time I asked her what she was
going to say. She fired back, “Thank you, Veterans.” When the time came I
invited her up on the speakers platform and asked her, “Do you have anything to
say?” Like a real trooper she said, “Bumpa, I forgot!” I whispered in her ear, she
thanked all the Veterans and the crowd loved every minute of it.

The candlelight service Sunday evening made me proud to have served, yet
-reminded me of all those young men who didn’t come home. How can one be
elated, proud and deeply saddened at the same time? Just attend our next
reunion in Washington, DC and you will find out.

I am an avid believer that our association needs new bodies in positions of
leadership or we will become stagnant. I have been your president for two years
and am proud of what we’ve accomplished. Our membership is at an all time
high, we have in excess of $10,000 in the general fund (thank you Frank!) and
we have stepped into e-world with our website (http:/www.paulbunyan.net/
users/ssponte/) {thank you Steve and Justin!}. We are working to have our
concessions on line via the web, making a final decision as to how often we will
hold reunions based on the input of the members, and election of officers by
membership vote rather than appointment by the Board of Directors. Hopefully
these issues will be put to bed at our next reunion. I will be stepping down as
your President in June in order that one of you will have the opportunity. Any
takers? One thing though, if you are going to take an office, pull the duty, don’t
accept a position just for the title. We need active leaders. Again, any takers?
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