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This is not Charles Lindbergh flying around St. Louis. This is John W. “Shenk”
Shenkaruk in his brand-new Harley Davidson that he has driven from Detroit,
parked in front of the Radisson Hotel. Sua Sponte Staff photo.

Another successful reunion with ideas that will hopefully gener-
ate more interest in next year’s reunion at Washington D.C. There
were 325 rooms sold out for the members of our organization, the
Americal, and the 196th Brigade Brigade. Despite our differences
(few), we found more in common (many): The Spirit of St. Louis!
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President
Steve “Sour” Crabtree
Vice-President
Dave “Chief” Moncada
Secretary-Treasurer
Frank Svensson
Board of Directors
Al “Sugar Bear” Stewart, Chairman
“Doc” Bronson
Rick “Jarhead” Collier
Steve "Tower" Johnson
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Thomas “Tom” Nash
Dennis”Snaggle Puss” Nye
Earl Toomey
Charles “Wolf” Williams
Historian
John “Gunner” Starnes
Corp. Counsel
Tom “Dolly” Robison
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Sua Sponte is the offical newsletter published
quarterly by the Company G (RANGER) 75th
Infantry Association.

Change of Address: Sua Sponte does not main-
tain the mailing list. All addresses are maintained
by the Treasurer. Receivers of Sua Sponte are en-
couraged to keep the Association informed of any
address changes.

Membership Information: All former members
of E/51 and G/75 are eligible to receive Sua
Sponte. Membership applications can be obtained
by contacting the Association at any of the ad-
dresses or phone numbers listed above.
Newsletter Submittals: Article, photos, an-
nouncements, etc. are always welcomed. Sua
Sponte reserves the right to accept and edit all
materials as necessary. All submitted photos will
be returned if requested. Authorship and photo
credits will be provided. Submittal of written ar-
ticles may be hand written, typed or on computer
disk. We can translate most files. Macintosh is
preferred.

Deadlines: Sua Sponte is published quarterly in
March, June, September and December. Abso-
lute deadlines for submitting material for the news-
letter is the first of each month identified above.
Time sensitive material will take precedence. Send
material to the Sua Sponte address in Bemidji,Mn.

President’s Letter 04
Dated 24 June 1999

Another reunion has come and gone some very positive things happened. We
have new blood on the board of directors. We agreed to disagree like gentlemen (thanks
to Chuck Williams’ mediating). We will be asking the members in good standing for
organization input via ballot. All in all I think our board meeting was the most productive
that I have yet attended.

Regarding future reunions, you will be receiving a ballot shortly again asking
the age old question, “Are we going to hold our reunions every year or every other?”
Let’s put this puppy to bed forever. Next year’s will be held in Washington, DC. I realize
that most of our reunions have been held in the eastern part of the US and that we have
already had two there, but no one offered to host AND BE POINTMAN for any other
locale. Dave (Nine Toes) Motlow made a pitch to hold 2001°s reunion in Florida and was
well received. We’ll have more after we hear back from the members.

If any of you have some thing you wish the membership to vote on, let one of
the officers or board members know. That way it may be included in the upcoming ballot.
All members in good standing will receive a ballot along with a self addressed stamped
envelope so there is no reason not to respond. At present we have slated:

~ 1. Frequency of reunions (every year or every other year).

2. Election of Officers by membership vote. Rather than by the board.

3. I would like to add, limiting the length of terms for all officers except
Treasurer (you’re welcome Frank) to two years. We need new blood in the
organization and term limits would open slots that now would not be. I am
adamantly opposed to lifetime appointments.

Revising the Bylaws from a quorum being 2/3 of the board members
present to a simple majority.

It was discouraging that only about thirty of us showed up for this reunion. We
all made a pact to call our no-shows and plead, beg, encourage or threaten all to attend
the next reunion. Expect calls from your buddies in the coming months. The easiest way
to stop them will be to just make up your mind to attend next year’s reunion. AND DO
IT!

4.

Years ago Gary Gentry received the Soldiers Medal for saving the life of Henry
Tabaino. Last weekend I heard of another act that deserves the same. Nine Toes Motlow
started feeling poorly about three years ago. At first the doctors couldn’t diagnose what
the problem was. He kept getting worse and worse. Finally after several years it was
discovered that his kidneys were failing and that he needed a transplant. No compatible
donor could be found. Dave kept getting worse and was on his deathbed. Then a miracle
happened. A donor was found. Dave’s attendance at our last reunion was the first time in
over two years that he left his home. My thanks, my appreciation for saving my friend’s
life and my love go to Agnes Motlow, Dave’s wife, for bring a new meaning to the
phrase, “the two shall become one.” Dave carries one of her kidneys. Her only complaint
is that she can no longer argue with Dave as, “It’s like arguing with myself!” My only
question is, “Dave, where is that M607?”
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