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The Americal Division has put together an 1t1nerary that
you can opt for as much as you want. For example, you can
select an 8 hour tour of Grant’s Farm, Downtown, Soldiers
Memorial, Union Station, and Historic St. Charles. Or you can
do the 5 hour tour that features Downtown, Soldiers Memorial,
Union Station, and the New Cathedral. The Hospitality Room
at the Radisson Hotel will be open for those of us who usually
wind up doing a 2-3 day tour within its confine. Regardless,
our Association would like to thank the Men of the Americal
for establishing an AO (area of operations) for us, especially
Gary Noller and Ron Ward.
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Sua Sponte is the offical newsletter published
quarterly by the Company G (RANGER) 75th
Infantry Association.

Change of Address: Sua Sponte does not main-
tain the mailing list. All addresses are maintained
by the Treasurer. Receivers of Sua Sponte are en-
couraged to keep the Association informed of any
address changes.

Membership Information: All former members
of E/51 and G/75 are eligible to receive Sua
Sponte. Membership applications can be obtained
by contacting the Association at any of the ad-
dresses or phone numbers listed above.
Newsletter Submittals: Article, photos, an-
nouncements, etc. are always welcomed. Sua
Sponte reserves the right to accept and edit all
materials as necessary. All submitted photos will
be returned if requested. Authorship and photo
credits will be provided. Submittal of written ar-
ticles may be hand written, typed or on computer
disk. We can translate most files. Macintosh is
preferred.

Deadlines: Sua Sponte is published quarterly in
March, June, September and December. Abso-
lute deadlines for submitting material for the news-
letter is the first of each month identified above.
Time sensitive material will take precedence. Send
material to the Sua Sponte address in Bemidji,Mn.

President’s Letter 0
Dated 1 March 1999 (602) 984-3737 (home)

ranger@goodnet.com

Steve Crabtree
2255 North Azurite
Mesa, Arizona 85207

Dear LRRP/Ranger:

Lori and I are looking forward to our upcoming reunion with the Americal
Division Association. This will be an experiment that may change the way G/
75-E/51 holds our reunions for years to come. By doubling up with other
associations, the costs to our treasury are minimal as opposed to $1500-$2000 for
self-sponsored reunions. Not that we will NEVER have another reunion strictly
by ourselves, but we will certainly have to assess this year’s when planning
future reunions.

Regarding future reunions, where are we going to hold Reunion 2001? What
about 2003? We need your input and suggestions, AND WE NEED YOUR HELP.
If you would like to have one of our next reunions in your area, let us know in
writing or by attending our association meeting, Saturday, June 19 in St. Louis. If
your site is selected, you will be the point of contact, responsible for locating a
hotel, submitting food and beverage contracts to the board, taking care of
entertainment and all the other fun things that organizers get to do. It’s not fair
that we continue to ask the same people to fly all over the country (at their own
expense) to organize reunions. So remember if you want to have a reunion in
your area, you are going to have to pull the duty that goes with it.

Why plan so far in the future? People need time to make arrangements at work,
save a few bucks, adjust their schedules accordingly, etc. The additional time will
also allow us to advertise. Lori’s dad’s WWII Navy group has bumper stickers
made up that advertise their reunions. They have found 15 additional former
crew members over the years due to their bumper stickers. We should do
something similar.

Our first reunion was thrown together in six weeks and held in Chief’s backyard.
28 LRRP/RANGERS showed up with about the same number of family mem-
bers. Despite the short time frame, this was hugely successful. We had a full year
to plan Washington, DC’s reunion and find our former members. Over a hun-
dred of our men attended, most bringing family. Numbers wise, this was our
best reunion. Since that time, attendance has been dropping so changes had to be
made.

Our reunions have been changed to every other year. They will be set in concrete
as to location and date as far in the future as possible. Had I realized that moving
last year’s from Washington, DC to Fort Benning was going to split the reunion
(both site and attendance), I would have never suggested the change. As your
president, I will fight to see that this never happens again. Our finances have
been brought from the brink of bartkruptcy to a surplus in excess of $10,000
thanks to Frank’s diligent efforts as Treasurer. Chairman Al has made some very
difficult decisions over the past year; all of which have proven to be both pru-
dent and wise. Dues were lowered and over 50 former members (both delin-
quent and delinquents!) have renewed their memberships.

So what does all this mean? G/75-E51 LRRP/RANGER Association is once again
the premier company size Vietnam Veteran’s organization. Let’s all show up this
June and show the city of St. Louis just how good we once were and still are
today (I'm not speaking of debauchery). See you there!
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