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Cyclos

by Michael “Ho” Chu
All photos for this article are courtesy of Michael “Ho” Chu

._: ). C for 2000... Great reunion
line upf page 5

Cyclo rider David L. Swires being pedaled down the street, on his way to the
Cholon marketplace. Located a short distance from Saigon, Cholon is
dominated by ethnic Chinese. Does Dave look like he is enjoying himself?

David Swires calls them rickshaws but, in Vietnam, they are
known as cyclos. Cyclos are 3 wheel bicycles outfitted with a
passenger cab at the front and the operator is located towards the
rear. Although designed for a single passenger, I saw as many as

three Vietnamese crammed onto a single cyclobicycle.
(Michael’s article is continued on page 3)
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Sua Spente is the offical newsletter published
quarterly by the Company G (RANGER) 75th
Infantry Association.
Change of Address: Sua Sponte does not main-
tain the mailing list. All addresses are maintained
by the Treasurer. Receivers of Sua Sponte are en-
couraged to keep the Association informed of any
address changes. ]
Membership Information: All former members
of E/51 and G/75 are eligible to receive Sua
Sponte. Membership applications can be obtained
by contacting the Association at any of the ad-
dresses or phone numbers listed above.
Newsletter Submittals: Article, photos, an-
nouncements, etc. are always welcomed. Sua
Sponte reserves the right to accept and edit all
materials as necessary. All submitted photos will
be returned if requested. Authorship and photo
credits will be provided. Submittal of written ar-
ticles may be hand written, typéd or on computer
disk. We can translate most files. Macintosh is
preferred.
Deadlines: Sua Sponte is published quarterly in
March, June, September and December. Abso-
lute deadlines for submitting material for the news-
letter is the first of each month identified above.
Time sensitive material will take precedence. Send
material to the Sua Sponte address in Bemidji,Mn.

I suppose that it’s OK for me to use this
column to vent a little steam so here
goes. I've been fighting with Boeing for
the last three months regarding their
stopping matching funds for the Ranger
Memorial Foundation (RMF). I ear-
marked the funds to be applied to the
Endowment Fund, which is set aside to
pay for educating the children of
Rangers killed in action or in training.
McDonnell Douglas matched over
$30,000 but because Boeing does not
support Memorials, my request was .
rejected. This was after two letters to the
CEO, many, many letters and e-mails to
the Vice President of Community &
Education Relations. Had the money
gone to any other type of educational
fund foundation, University or College,
Boeing would have matched it without
question. What hurt me the most was
that RMF refused to engrave the last 10
bricks ordered in December of last year.
Only after Lori and I paid the difference .
between what was sent and $2400 (10X ©
$240) did the RMF agree to engrave.
My only question is how could such a
noble quest turn into such a cluster
f- k2

I received a phone call last month from “Phantom” (Shawn Ranahan). What a pleasant
surprise to find out that he was in Phoenix and had some time to spend with us. We made
arrangements to meet at my house and I met him at the door with a beer in hand (see
photo). He is now flying helicopters for an oil company in Canada. I took him to
Boeing’s facility here and showed him the AH64D Apache assembly line. We pondered
taking one for a joy ride but (thankfully) were sober enough not to. We had a great time
and Lori and I sent him on his way the next afternoon. I can understand someone going
to Canada after Vietnam somewhat, but cannot comprehend how someone could spend
$50,000 of his own money to learn how to fly helicopters when the Army would have
gladly taught him for free. Anyway, it was great to have someone to drink beer with at
0800 hrs in the morning. It’s been too many years since we’ve all done that. A few days
later I received a call from “Kraut” (John Fritzinger). He, Mike Chu and Dave Swires
had just returned from Vietnam. I won’t go into their trip, as I know there is an article
about it in this issue. Fritz asked me if I had received a postcard. I said no, we had moved
and he probably had sent it to my old address. We talked for about an hour and then said
our good-byes. I received the postcard a few days later as the Postal Service didn’t want
to return it all the way to Vietnam. I did have a little trouble explaining the card to Lori. It
read: Dear Dad, Why you no come see Mamasan and me? It has been beaucoup years.
Your loving son, Nuyeni

If any of you are teetering on whether or not to go back to Vietnam via Rucksack 2000
with Earl Toomey next year, I suggest you talk to Fritz, Mike or Dave. It sounds like they
had a great time.

Be sure to check your name and address in the new roster. With all the area code changes
lately, I'm sure that there are some amendments that need to be made. Contact Frank
Svensson through our website: http://www.paulbunyan.net/users/ssponte/ or by snail
mail.

Fritz, I will get even!

Shawn, Where is my Randall?

B

Here we are gathered by the pool, sucking down some
Miller “low life” beer at 8:00 a.m.
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