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Memorial at: ft. benning

by: Steve "Crabs" Crabtree

Ft. Benning Georgia

A memorial service was
held to honor the 83 Rangers of
Delta/151, Golf/75, November/
75, Papa/75, and their respec-
tive parent LRRP units who
gave their lives in the line of
duty in Vietnam. The service
was held in front of the the arch
leading to the Ranger Memorial
at Fort Benning on Veteran'’s
Day 1996. In attendance were
Generals, Privates, Civilians,
and former Rangers numbering
over 150. The impact will never
be forgotten.

The service was opened
with a prayer by Chaplain Tom
Wheatley. Rick Eahrler, Presi-
dent of the 75th Infantry Regi-
ment Association, talked about
compiling the “list” over the past

two years and how this cer-
emony seemed only a dream
we all shared: a dream none of
us expected to really happen
until some time in the far-
distant-future. Terry Roderick,
VP of the 75th, read the “killer
1-6”, a poem about losing five
of six men on a Ranger
team.The sole survivor of that
team was in attendance. There
wasn’t a dry eye in the house.
When introduced, | asked the
question, “Did we lose in Viet-
nam?” and answered it with a
documented “we may have lost
the battle in Vietnam, but we
won the war against commu-
nism!” | then went on to explain
what transpired over the last .
(continued page 3)
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Sua Spente is the offical newsletter published
quarterly by the Company G (RANGER) 75th
Infantry Association. X
Change of Address: Sua Sponte does not main-
tain the mailing list. All addresses are maintained
by the Treasurer. Receivers of Sua Sponte are en-
couraged to keep the Association informed of any
address changes.
Membership Information: All former members
of E/51 and G/75 are eligible to receive Sua
Sponte. Membership applications can be obtained
by contacting the Association at any of the ad-
dresses or phone numbers listed above.
Newsletter Submittals: Article, photos, an-
nouncements, etc. are always welcomed. Sua
Sponte reserves the right to accept and edit all
materials as necessary. All submitted photos will
be returned if requested. Authorship and photo
credits will be provided. Submittal of written ar-
ticles may be hand written, typed or on computer
disk. We can translate most files. Macintosh is
preferred.
Deadlines: Sua Sponte is published quarterly in
March, June, September and December. Abso-
lute deadlines for submitting material for the news-
letter is the first of each month identified above.
Time sensitive material will take precedence. Send
material to the Sua Sponte address in Bemidji, Mn.

PRESIDENT’S

MESSAGE
By: Newsletter Staff

g

In an interview with “Jolly,”
Sua Sponte is reporting that
Charles was most impressed
with the ceremony at the
Ranger Memorial at Fort
Benning and would like to
thank the efforts of Steve
Crabtree in being a major
participant in this event.

Secondly, “Jolly” was surprised
by the low number of surveys
returned to him. However, from
the information gathered by it
and other informal contacts,
Sua Sponte has learned that
there will, perhaps, be some
important changes at the an-
nual meeting held at the Mis-
souri reunion this summer.
Changes under consideration
include going to a every-other-
year reunion and making stron-
ger ties with the Regimental
Association while keeping ours
at the highest standard.

Charles wishes everyone a
warm, safe new year.
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Chu Steps Down

For 6 years | have served as
Association Secretary, a spiritu-
ally rewarding task that brought
me very close to the inner work-
ings of this Vietnam veteran or-
ganization. As an officer of the
Association | have had the plea-
sure of meeting many old com-
rades as well as many new
faces. | have gotten to know
them personally, their wives,
their families, their home states.
| have gotten to meet members
of related organizations and
have become acquainted with
the overall veterans network of
this great Country.

Without getting too mushy about
it, the time has arrived for
Michael Chu to step aside as

-Association Secretary. This will

occur as-of the end of calendar
year 1996, giving the Board a full
6 months to find a replacement
before the next Board meeting.
Except for not having the chance
to sign Ivery’s life membership
certificates, my service to the
Association has been one of the
most rewarding and meaningful
things | have done. | thank all
Association members for their
generous contributions and sup-
port towards this outstanding
organization. | am confident that
the present Association leader-
ship will be able to continue in
our great tradition.

Editor’s note:

Mike continues to contribute
and has received the
organization’s highest award
(piss tube). Sorry, Mike, no
early outs for you!







