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ASSOCIATION MARKS

The Company G (RANGER) 75th In-
fantry Association will be celebrating its
sixth year of existence by hosting its sixth
consecutive reunion at Ft. Myers, Florida.
Starting with a loose collection of 28
former LRRPs and Rangers at Sacramento,
California, the Association has steadily
grown to nearly 200 members and friends.

_While far from being the largest vet orga-

* nization, the E/51 G/75 Association has
rapidly made its presence known among
Vietnam veteran organization mil
with special operations.

The LRRPs and Rangers of the
Americal Division first gained wide spread
attention early Sunday morning in 1990
when a 10 minute special covering the first
reunion was aired nationally on the CBS
Charles Karault show. This CBS telecast
poignantly captured the special bond and
friendship that has fueled the Association

Dave Moncada s Sac e, the
men vowed to main ct with each

6TH YEAR

Success has been marked by successive
reunions. regular publications of the Sua
Sponte newsletter, membership growth and
support, and perhaps most importantly, the
embracement of the Association by spouses
and family members. Early on, it was de-
cided that Association reunions would not
be designed for the exclusive pleasure of
LRRPs and Rangers but rather as a family
oriented function in which wives, special
others. children and friends would be wel-
vention or simple Ranger luck, this deci-
sion has emerged as one of the pillars of the
Association’s success where the thrill of
reuniting at reunion sites are not reserved
as private moments between LRRPs and
Rangers, but instead extends across the gen-
der and age barriers to include wives and
family members as well. Without realizing
it, an extended family was being created that
would touch the lives of many.

fifty, the Association hand!

and new faces continue to
reunion.

e success of the Association however
has not been without its bumps and bruises,
and tough lessons were learned along the
way. The most difficult pill to swallow has
been the need to come to grips with the
corporate responsibilities of the Board and
its Officers, and the economic realities of
running the non-profit Association under
tax e‘(empt regulations. Investing time,
personal funds in long distance phone con-
ferences and a special Board meeting in
Oklahoma, the Association leadership
wrestled long and hard with it internal af-
fairs. Eventually, a new philosophy took
hold in which greater fiscal accountability
is now emphasized as standard Association
procedure.

Tremendous ground has been cover
over the past six years, and the prospects
for the future look bright. The Association
has basked in the warmth of success and
has weathers a few storms along the way.
We are alive and well. We are in the com-

show up at each

other through the creation of an Associa- \ pany of great people. “Let’s get on with
tion. This they have done with extraordi-  grown each year and it cu ver the mission.” Sua Sponte.
nary success. five hundred former LR—@ and ers
on the inside...
Association News Reunion News Features

® Beach Walks Point
® Back in the Saddle
® Memberships Zoom

® Fun and Sun ‘95
® Reunion Schedule
® | RRP Gear

® Siticp, E-31
® Killer Simpson
® Year of the Monkey

New LLRP Gear Available, Early Registration Forms Inside.
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Change of Address: Sua Sponte does not
maintain the mailing list. All addresses are main-
tained by the Treasurer. Receivers of Sua Sponte
are encouraged to keep the Association informed
of any address changes.

Membership Information: All former mem-
bers of E/51 and G/75 are eligible to receiving
Sua Sponte. Membership applications can be ob-
tained by contacting the Association at any of the
addresses or phone numbers listed above.

Newsletter Submittals: Article, photos, an-
nouncements, etc. are always welcomed. Sua
Sponte reserves the right to accept and edit all
materials as necessary. All submitted photos will
be returned if requested. Authorship and photo
credits will be provided. Submittal of written ar-
i may be hand written, typed or on computer
We can translate most files.

Deadlines: Sua Sponte is published quarterly
in Marcl e. September and December. Ab-
f bmitting material for the
of each month identified
material will take prece-
o the Sua Sponte address

ch. Ju

above. T
dence.
in Honolulu.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

by: VP Ralph Tildon

Do you recall that bond and joy we feel
whenever we get together? I do and, as
Acting President, send you greetings.

Our President, David “Chief” Moncada
is on a mission. As First Sergean J
Army Reserve company. “Chief” wa
called to active duty earlier this
srving our country in Haiti
him. his wife Megan, a
Becca in your thoughts a
he may return home safely.

Our Association is alive and getting
stronger. As of 11 March 1995, member-
ship is up to 162, which includes prepaid
members and lifetime members. The
money we need to operate Sua Sponte is in
our coffers, and we have tightened our ac-
countability and record-keeping proce-
dures.

Our Assoication still exist after five
years because we want it to. We all have
met many people in our lives, but we know
there are none like those who we faced life
and death with as we changed from being
boys to being men. We helped each other
then. We help each other noew. We are
brothers.

God bless you and your familes. See
you in Ft. Myers, Florida.

Ralph “Otter” Tildon
SUA SPONTE 2

BOARD PLAYERS

SOUGHT

By: Newslerte Staj]
Nominations are currently being ac-
cepted for thos sted in serving on the

Association’s Board of Directors. Elec-
tions for the two vear term will be held dur-
ing the month of June and the results will
be announced Ft. Myers reunion. All
dues payi are eligible. A total
of 3 Board s vill be available. Send in
nominations no later than May 31 to:
Elections Committee
2005 N. Robin
Altus, OK. 73521

There is no better way to get plugged
in, tuned in and turned on to the activities
of the Association than by being a Board

member. Send in you nominations today!

BEACH WALKS
RSN T

By: Newsletter Staff

The often talked about but little progress

ary of the founding of the
v. has suddenly received a strong
and welcomed boost. Needing no introduc-
tion. George Beach has stepped forward and
has volunteered to walk point in laying the
ground work and researching the basic in-
formation needed to plan and organize the
expedition.

Presently residing in Thailand, George

has a strong background on the Asia land-
scape and has the necessary sources to ex-
plore and plot out the expedition. Sua
Sponte has recently been in touch with
George and will report on his progress, finds
and recommendations. Association mem-
bers willing to help out and get involved
with the planning logistics should contact
Sua Sponte. Sponte will act as the tempo-
rary TOC till a volunteer recon team is es-
tablished to support George.
Association members contemplating join-
ing the 1997 Vietnam Expedition should
contact Sua Sponte. No monetary
committments are needed yet but we need
to start a list of possible participants.




BACKIIN
THE SADDLE

By: Newsletter Staff

Association President David Moncadz
has been recalled to active duty and is pres-
ently serving with American forces in Haiti.
1SGT Moncada shipped out with his Re-
serve unit in early February of this year and
is scheduled to be in country for a 6 month
tour. In his absence, Vice-President Ralph
Tildon has assumed the role of Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Association.

On behalf of the entire Association, Sua
Sponte extends moral support to the Chief
and his family back in California. Those
wishing to keep in touch with the Chief may
use the following address:

1SGT David Moncada

554-72-5393

ATTN: Psyop (LPOTF)

JTF Haiti

APO, AE 09301-0001

Viemam 1969 Photo cr

Col. Tildon is w
among the Asso

was the guest s T Washington
reunion. deli the stirring message
of “Who Were . as well as delivering

several memorial service eulogies at sub-
sequent reunions. He poccessing adminis-
trative skills and is active as a Corporate
Officer of the Association. Ralph Tildon
has been able to hit the ground running
and is well suited to take over the reins of
the Association.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

MEMBERSHIPS
ZOOM UPWARD

By: Newsletter Staff

Tremendous response continues to pour
mio Als OK, pushing the Association’s
1995 membership drive pass the 150 mark
v February. “Never has the Associa-
aired so well so early in the year,”
ponte staff members in review-
ing the February treasurer’s report. Accord-
ing to data base headquarters, additional
membership renewals continue to roll in on
a weekly basis.

Equally encouraging is the strong re-
sponse to the life time membership offer.
As of this publication date, no less than
eleven LTM memberships have been sold.
Thanks and congradulations are extended
to all 1995 members!

The following men are permanently
etched into the Association’s membership
roster as life time members.

* Sedell Bailey
* Michael S. Chu

e Jame< F (Clark

1 d
bserved S

* Wayne Diede

* Robert W. Hammond
» Walter L. Keating

¢ Richard G. Jones

e James B. McWilliams
¢ Brian R. Sandall

* Howard Slaughter

* Earl L. Toomey

MEMBERSHIP
HANDBOOK

By: Newsletter Staff

By now, all dues paying members have
received the blue 1995 edition of the Com-
pany G (RANGER) 75th Infantry Associa-
tion handbook. Embossed with the newly
adopted Association logo, the handbook
contains the complete listing of all known
members, their phone numbers and ad-
dresses.

Published once per year, this is an in-
valuable document allowing one to make
direct contact with past buddies via phone
or mail. If you have not received your As-
sociation handbook, call Jerry Schuster at
the Altus. OK address contained in this
newsletter.

SUA SPONTE 3

FINANCIAL
REPORT

26 November 1994 to 28 February 1995
By: Jerry Schuster

Photo credit: Sua Sponte

INCOME
Cash on hand, last report 1027.45
Membership dues 2280.00
Donations 580.00
Concessions income (Toomey) 500.00
Interest from checking acct. 10.53
Misc. Income 149.68
$4347.66
EXPENSES
Printing, Sua Sponte 1338.55
Handbook, Supplies, etc. 494.75
Postage 92.50
Returned Check 20.00
Reunion 95 Deposit 500.00
Raffle ticket (printing/distrib) 122.20
Concessions Purchases 377.80
$2945.60
TOTAL GEN FUND ACCT $1602.06
LTM ACCT. (11) $2325.00
TOTAL ASSOC. FUNDS $3927.06

Earl Toomey’s concession has the fol-
lowing items in inventory:

* Who Were We Tapes

e Ranger License plates 2

Itis my understanding that ©
cessions manager Dunf
some items of inventor:

9 each

dent. However. [t is m standing that
he still holds cash veral items of in-
ventory belonging to the Association.



FEATURE

Sitrep for Fun & Sun ‘95

SHERATON HOTEL
LANDS FLORIDA

REUNION

By: Newsletter Staff and Earl Toomey

The Sheraton Harbor Place Hotel at Ft.
Mpyers, Florida has been selected to host
the 1995 reunion and annual meeting of
the Company G (RANGER) 75th Infantry
Association. Christen as “Fun and Sun 95,
the reunion is once again scheduled to
occur over the three day 4th of July week-
end, from 30 June (Fri.) to 3 July (Mon.).
For those keeping count. Fun and Sun 95
marks the sixth consecutive reunion of
the Association. Although too early to get
a head couni. up to 100 E/S1L.RRPS and
G/75 Rangers are expected to atiend. ac-
companied by their entourage of spouses.
family members and friends.

Nestled along the banks of the pictur-
esque Caloosahatchee River in historic
downtown Fort Myers, the hotel features a
location that is convenient to the city as it
is to the water. I-75 and State Road 80 are
close by. and the Southwest International
Airport is only 20 minutes away. For those
planning to fly in. free transportation from
the airport to the hotel is available.

100 hotel rooms have been blocked for
the reunion. Special room rates are $54.
plus tax. Hotel reservation must be received
by the Sheraton no later than 10 June. Res-
ervation request beyond the cut-off date
will be subject to availability. No charge
for children occupying the same room as
parents. Rollaway beds are $15. per night.
Cribs are available at no charge. The $54.
room rate will be available for three
days prior and three days after reunion.
Be sure to mention you are with the Co. G
(RANGER) 75th Inf. Assoc. to get the
special rate.

The hotel contains 417 rooms, includ-
ing 234 jr. suites. All rooms are outfitted

Sheraton Harbor Place Hotel overlooks
the Caloosahatchee River and is easily
accessible via I-75, exit 25.

with modern decor and with a bright
Florida flair. The hotel’s outdoor lounge
is surrounded by tropical waterfalls, a
covered spa, and Florida's largest hand
painted mural. There are shops on premise.
plus free covered parking and airport
transportation.

The Ft. Myers area is surrounded with
outstanding attractions to include the great
Seminole Gulf Railway, tours of the winter
homes of Thomas Edison and Henry Ford,
wilderness and adventures tours into the
Florida Everglades and many more.

CALL 1-800/ 833

-1620 FOR HTEL RESEATINS

SUA SPONTE 4



FUN & SUN ‘95

By: Earl L.Toome

S iy

Ry

i i\

S emema e

Above: Earl L.Toomey, Board Chairman al
chairs the 1995 reunion.

In keeping with the casual likestyle of
the Florida, Fun and Sun 95 will be laid
back event. The uniform for the reunion
will be casual for all occasions and every-
y ' Famil jovment. We

will dispense with some of the usuz I
malities and will instead focus on having a
good time. All functions will be buffet
style. pool parties and cruises. Expect no
head table, no guest speakers and a mini-
mum of formal awards.

We will however have our annual Me-
morial Service at the Airborne Memorial
in FT. Myers, and a new collection of re-
union tee shirts, ball caps and other souve-
nirs will be made available through the
Association concessions.

The reunion will once again feature a
show stopping Association zuction in which
rare and unusual memorabiliz are unveiled.
All proceed go to the Association. Bring
your donations with you to Ft. Myers or
send them in advance to Earl L. Toomey,
1320 S.E. 29th St., Cape Coral. FL 33904.

A sunset boat cruise aboard the Pamlico
Queen, a Hawaiian style luau feast and a
great hospitality room for continuous
partying and socializing will round out the
weekend. and of course, lots of free time
to trek off and visit the historic sites of
Ft. Myers.

As Chairman of the Board, I encourage
everyone and their families to come out to
Florida this summer and support Fun and
Sun 95. Look forward to seeing you there!

REUNION NEWS

PRELIMINARY REUNION SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, JUNE 28

Advance party

FRIDAY, JUNE 29
1300- 1800 hrs
1300- 1600 hrs
1300- 2400 hrs
1800-1930 hrs

2000-

Check in & registration

Board meeting

Open hospitality room

Opening ceremonies
& hors d oeuvres
Association auction

w/ cocktails

SATURDAY JUNE 30
1030-
1200- 1600 hrs
1300- 1600 hrs
1900- 2300 hrs

Memorial service
Ladies shopping trip

General membership meeting

Sunset cruise

SUNDAY, JULY 1 —
0800- 1900 hrs
1900-

Free time

Fun and Sun luau feast

MONDAY, JULY 2
0800- 1200 hrs

Check out and final poolside drinks

\u

FORT
MYERS

N
e

RN

g

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
REGIONAL AIRPORT
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FEATURE

SITREP, E-51

By: Gary Bjork

It didn’t have a name when it began. Like Antietam or Pork
Chop Hill, its significance would only be realized gradually, some-
where about half way through its happening. And then it would be
given a name — the TET Offensive.

It began slowly at first — reports coming in from the patrols
furthest out — ours and other LRRPS to the north in I Corps.....
sightings of enemy movement, more than usual. And there was
something different in what we were seeing this time. It wasn't
VC. And it wasn’t the usual NVA, moving from one position to
another.

New khaki, short hair, heavy weapons, good food. Had to be rein-
forcements from the north. But not that many ... not yet.

They were doing a pretty good job of hiding what was coming
in. Moving at night, small groups, about 8-10 men. One squad
here. another a dozen clicks and three valleys away. But within a
few days, our patrols were reporting more and more sightings. And
I Corps and Americal G2 were beginning to come up with a
unsettling plctur;

ther

what they knew and didn’t know, mostly from LRRP and over-
flight reports.

The Division went on full alert. And it was saddle-up for
E-51. Unnl now, we'd been operati DITNA —
about two

perat-
e pOW — every patrol in the
reserve. Al Whitcomb, our
ve chost town. tak-

get I‘L,le_\ o

places would hide them trom the over-flights. But I think it finally
dawned on them that they had something else to worry about, be-
cause our patrols were starting to pound the hell out of them with
artillery and, if we could catch them in the open, were calling in
gunships and jets.

At the same time, we were getting reports of heavy fighting and
positions being overrun up north in I Corps.

It kept getting more intense, and then suddenly it all seemed to
come together in a single night.

The LRRPS were stretched the full length of the division, rang-
ing from about five to ten miles out in front of the infantry compa-
nies. We were seeing lots of movement, some good-sized forces.
The hills were lit up like a Christmas tree from all the artillery we
were calling in.

And then, toward dawn, it was over. They just weren’t there
anymore.

1968 Tet Offense map credit:
Published by Penguin Books

Vietnam, A History, by Stanlevy Karnow,

an NoR HVIETNAM

TET OFFENSE
e - eri 1968

THAILAND

CAMBODIA

se. in the days that fol-
companies. But the big

ut the Americal
1eX ning with quiet
) becau VA never made it to Division
headquarters in Chu Lai. But more 1mmed1ately and profoundly
because every panol made it home. And I can see them even now
.. tired, grinning ... coming down the road, one patrol, and then
another, and the guys who’d already got in ... whooping and cheer-
ing and running out to hug the guys just coming in. You did good,
LRRPs. Real good.

“The carefully coordinated series of attacks exploded
around the country like a string of firecrackers.”
Vietnam, A History
Stanley Karnow

“We dramatized that we were neither exhausted nor on
the edge of defeat, as Westmoreland claimed.”
General Vo Nguyen Giap

“In all honesty. we didn’t achieve out main objective,

which was to spur uprisings throughout the south. Still,

we inflicted heavy casualties on the Americans and their

puppets. and that was a big gain for us. As for making

an impact on the United States, it had not been our

intention - but it turned out to be a fortunate result.”
Tran Do

SUA SPONTE 6



KILLER SIMPSON

By: Jerry Schuster

It was routine for the NVA/VC to shell
MAG 13’s Airfield at Chu Lai during the
pre dawn hours. Since our area was about
a half mile to the east, most of the attacks
were ignored and we snoozed on.

During the kickoff of the TET "68 Of-
fensive. Bob Simpson followed the same
procedure when rounds started impacting
in the distance. Now Simpson was a First
Class LRRP and a brave soldier and war-
rior. Like most of us in the tropical cli-
mate, he had about as much use for under-
wear as he did for leprosy.

Shortly after the rounds started impact-
ing in the distance, KABOOM. a 1
rocket hit close. damn close. Ole K
Simpson jumped straight up in the air.
grabbed his web gear and rifle, then made
a super fast bee line for the nearest bunker.

“Now this boy was
one hell of a LRRP,
but nobody ever
accused him of being
a rocket scientist.”

later, the gooks finally got tired of shoot-
ing at us, so they switched to MAG13’s
huge bomb dump which blew up like Bill
when he found Al ry’s bedroom. It
was one hell of a bang. The concussion
was terrific.

After the big bang, Ole Killer looked
out of the bunker and saw a mushroom
cloud. Now this boy was one hell of a
LRRP. but nobody ever accused him of
being a rocket scientist. He thought the
cloud was nuclear. Not knowing what else
to do. He tied a cravat over his nose and
mouth like it.

Soon Captain Bjork came through the
area adv veryone that the attack was
over. I exited my bunker in time to see
Killer Simpson. America’s finest, crawl out
of the bunker naked as a jay bird, wearing
his web gear. rifle and mask.

Ole Killer still gets razzed about that
one. His bunker mates swear there were
no whips and chains.

t

FEATURE

YEAR OF THE
MONKEY

By: Newsletter Staff

1968. it was the best of times, it was the
f times. Some of us were already
S in Vietnam. Others of us were in
boot camp. doing state side duty or still in
civilian life. still at the threshold of our in-
dividual journeys that would take us to the
beach at Chu Lai.

Back in the world the Beatles had re-
leased Sgt. Pepper the year before and were
changing the music world fore Mari-
juana, Woodstock, free love and riots swept
across the country.

In the ancient capital city of
Hue underwent a siege for 25 days. 150
U.S. Marines and 400 ARVNs are killed.
along with an estimated 5000 enemy sol-
diers. The battle of Khesanh is brought into
America’s living room each night by the
media. The U.S. Embassy in Saigon is over
run. American troop strength in Vietnam
tops over half a million soldiers.

world by announcing that he will not seek,
nor accept the Democratic Party’s nomina-
tion for another term as President. Presi-
dential candidate Senator Bobby Kennedy
and civil rights leader Martin Luther King
Jr. are killed by assassins. Nixon is elected
President.

It was the best of times, it was the worst
of times. As these events swirled around
us, a full moon subtly and slowly rose over
the horizon to illuminate the Asian skies and
signal the b the Chinese Lunar
New Year. I 1 the Year of the
Monkey and would t cally mark the
beginning of the 1968 Tet Offense.

Recognized as one of the pivotal point
in the war, Sua Sponte the first of
several newsletter pub
stories and commentary
Tet Offense. Where wer
remember about Tet. what were §
at this time? Sponte ask these guestions
and encourge Association members 10
search their memories banks for 2z one liner,
a war story, a commentary. Send material
for publication to:

Sua Sponte
81 S. Hotel St. Suite 312
Hon. HI 96813

SUA SPONTE 7

SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT

Dear Ranger Brothers

The Board of Directors of the
Association have authorized a drawing.
We have enclosed 6 books of tickets
for your use. Each book contains 7 tick-
ets. We ask $5. donation per book as
the best deal. or they may be sold indi-
vidually for S1. donation each. They
may be purchased by you or sold to
your friends. Additional tickets are
available on request. All checks should
be made payable to the Association.

This drawing is to assist the Asso-
ciation with general operational cost,
which include postage, printing, office
supplies, etc. The recent raise in postal
rates were coupled with increase
in publishing cost for Sua Sponte.
Remember, the Officers and Directors
volunteer their time and do not receive
any salary or benefits. The profits of
the Association are used to directly
benefit you.

Prizes will be awarded at the
Reunion drawing on 30 June 1995 as
follows: .

1st Prize:
2nd Prize:

$500. cash

Your choice of $300
cash or 3 nights
lodging & meals
($100. per day at
Reunion)

3rd Prize: $250. cash

Additional prizes will be given
away in $100. increments, depending
on participation. You do not have to
be present to win.

Unused tickets, ticket stubs and do-

fi ~ay be turned in at the Reunion
at Fr. Myvers or must be mailed in no
later than 15 June 1995 to:
Company G (RANGER)
75th Infantry Association
2005 Altus, OK 73521

Good Luck To All!
James Connolly
Board Member & Raffle Chairman




ERRORS &
OMISSIONS

By: Newsletter Staff

The past Winter Sua
Sponte featured two
photos submitted by
Henry Tabalno. Some
where between final copy
and printing, some photo
captions ‘fell off the
page.” The correct text
and photo of Valesquez,
Scott and Smith are re-
printed.

ATL Jose Valasquez (middle. riger raris
David Smith (right) wear the calm but coiled look of a Ranger team

es), Arthur Scott left and

prior to insertion. I Corp, Republic of South Viemam, 1969.

phoro provided by H. Tabalno

Saturday at Ipm.

MEETING NOTIFICATION

Pursuant to Article III, Section 1 of the Association Bylaws, the Secretary hereby an-
nounces the 1995 Annual Meeting of the Company G (RANGER) 75th Infantry
Association, to be held at 1pm on Friday, 29 June 1995. Sheraton Harbor Place Hotel,
Ft. Myers, Florida. for the purpose of transacting business and other matters brought
before the Board of Directors. Members of the Association wishing to bring matters
before the Board should contact HQ or any of the Corporate Officers or the Chair-
man of the Board. A General Membership meeting is scheduled for the following day.

TWENTY FIVE
YEARS AFTER

By: Newsletter Staff

Over a three day period in December
of 1994, educators. journalist. poets,
doctors, retired military. newsmen, and
others of both American and Vietnamese
background gathered to participate in a
Tulane University conference entitled,
“My Lai 25 Years After: Facing the Dark-
ness, Healing the Wound.”

According to information received
about the conference, the gathering
focused on the social. political and his-
toric effects of the My Lai atrocities, and
emphasized “healing the wounds” of this
dark and tragic episode of the war.

The conference featured special
exhibits, numerous speakers, films and
slide shows, poetry and fiction reading.
Attending and participating in the
conference were Ron Ridenhour and
John Fritzinger.

Sua Sponte
2005 Robin
Altus. OK 73521
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